NECESSITY OF S ELF-T R AN S CENDENG E
transcends   all   class-interest;   it  must  aim  at  the
transformation of society as a whole.
But, it may^be said, modern Communism does aim
at that. It aims to transform a class-society into a
classless society. We will consider that notion in a
moment. But what we need to understand is that
capitalist democracy is already a classless society, to
the extreme extent that the working class wills it to
be one. Formally, political democracy is a classless
society; formally, it is a society wherein its members
possess the power to fill that classless form with just
so much classless content as they will. In such a
society the advance towards more classlessness can
only be achieved by the advance of a conscious deter-
mination to achieve it within that form. The necessity
of consciousness is now inescapable. In other words,
society, which is now formally a whole, can transform
itself into a living whole, only as a whole. More
practically still, you can advance from capitalist
democracy towards cthe classless society3 peacefully, or
not at all.
The conscious will to social revolution within
capitalist democracy must be pacific. If it is not, it
contravenes and denies the sole element in extant
society that is veritably classless; and thus it must be
paralysed by its own moral contradiction. The pacific
achievement of the classless society is the only end
that can be consciously posited by socialism in post-
capitalist democracy, without inward self-negation;
and that is an end which is, in respect to all classes of
society, self-transcendent.
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